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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 January 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 41-50 is withdrawn in view of the reference(s) to 
Bowater et al.(EP 0794650 A2) and Hulen et al. (US 5497373 A). Rejections based on the 
cited reference(s) follow. 

These claims lack the feature of the internet telephony web site to connect a call from a 

calling party to a called party which also includes the message storage system which the Board 

of Patent Appeals and Interferences found to distinguish applicant's invention from Bowater's 

DTMAIL website. The Board decision includes the following: 

We agree with appellant. We find that while Bowater does teach the use of a telephony 
web site to connect a call from a calling party to a called party, the DTMAIL 610 website 
attached to the Internet would be the location/website which receives the message from 
the calling party and through which the voicemail message would be retrieved by the 
called party. (Ex parte TIMOTHY CULVER, Appeal No. 2001-1569 decision, page 4, 
lines 2-5). 

Claims 41-50 are directed to only the website of the message storage system and thus not 
patentable over Bowater. 

2. Claims 27-40 and 51-65 are allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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4. Claims 41, 42, 45-47 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Bowater et al. (EP 0794650 A2). 

With respect to the claims below, references to the prior art appear in parenthesis. 

Claims 

41. A method of providing telephony services over an Internet Protocol (IP) network 
(Bowater's "Voice Mail on the Internet" is a telephony service over the Internet network 
as shown in Figure 6), comprising: 

providing a web site for enabling a called party to request retrieval of a message from a 
calling party initiating a voice call to the called party over the IP network (Web site 
corresponds to the Internet address of the voice mail system 610 where the calling party 
client 1 sent a voice mail in column 10, line 57 to column 11, line 12); 

receiving a request from the web site by the called party to retrieve a message from the 
calling party (Message retrieval by the called party over the voice mail system WWW site 
in column 13, lines 20-58); 

fetching the message from a data storage system storing the message for retrieval by 
the called party (Voice mail message retrieved by the called party in column 13, lines 20- 
58); and 

transmitting the message to the called party over the Internet Protocol network 
(Message over the Internet in column 13, lines 20-58). 

42. The method according to claim 41, wherein the message includes a voicemail 
message (Voice mail system 610). 
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45. The method according to claim 41, further comprising: 

registering the called party via the web site (Called party registers at the WWW site 
using a Web browser over the Internet in column 13, lines 20-25). 

46. A telephony system for providing telephony services over an Internet Protocol (IP) 
network (Bowater's "Voice Mail on the Internet" is a telephony service over the Internet 
network as shown in Figure 6), comprising: 

a web server for providing a web site for enabling a called party to request retrieval of a 
message from a calling party initiating a voice call to the called party over the IP network (Web 
server provide the Web site corresponding to the Internet address of the voice mail 
system 610 where the calling party client 1 sent a voice mail in column 10, line 57 to 
column 1 1 , line 12) and receiving a request from the web site by the called party to retrieve a 
message from the calling party (Message retrieval by the called party over the voice mail 
system WWW site in column 13, lines 20-58); 

a processor configured for fetching the message from a data storage system storing the 
message for retrieval by the called party and transmitting the message to the called party 
over the Internet Protocol network (Voice mail system processes called party requests to 
retrieve and transmit the message to the called party in column 13, lines 20-58). 

47. The system according to claim 46, wherein the message includes a voicemail 
message (Voice mail system 610) . 
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50. The system according to claim 46, wherein the processor is further configured for 
registering the called party via the web site (Called party registers at the WWW site using a 
Web browser over the Internet in column 13, lines 20-25). 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 43-44, 48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bowater et al. in view of Hulen et al. (US 5,497,373 A). 

Bowater teaches a voice mail system, rather than a video or multi-media mail system. 
However, Hulen teaches to incorporate multi-media such as video with the voice mail system 
(Host Messaging Center 14 in Figure 1 ) in order to provide a wide variety of information and 
communication services. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Bowater to incorporate video and multi-media 
messages into the voice mail system in order to provide a wide variety of information and 
communication services as taught by Hulen. 

With respect to the claims below, references to the prior art appear in parenthesis. 

Claims 



43. The method according to claim 41, wherein the message includes a video message 
(Obvious to provide multi-media mail messages such as in Hulen's Host Messaging 
Center 14 in Figure 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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44. The method according to claim 41, wherein the message contains multi-media 
information (Obvious to provide multi-media mail messages such as in Hulen's Host 
Messaging Center 14 in Figure 1). 

48. The system according to claim 46, wherein the message includes a video message 
(Obvious to provide multi-media mail messages such as in Hulen's Host Messaging 
Center 14 in Figure 1). 

49. The system according to claim 46, wherein the message contains multi-media 
information (Obvious to provide multi-media mail messages such as in Hulen's Host 
Messaging Center 14 in Figure 1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melvin Marcelo whose telephone number is 571-272-3125. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-6703. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Melvin Marcelo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 

/Melvin Marcelo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2616 

March 31, 2008 



